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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20 have been examined. Application 10/621,089 (ADVERTISING 
SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING A MESSAGE AT POINT OF PURCHASE LOCATION) has 
a filing date 07/15/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sleeper 
(US 2002/0019885). 

Claim 1 , Sleeper teaches: 

An advertising system, comprising: 

a remuneration sponsored by an advertiser, the remuneration being 
presented to a customer conducting a consumer transaction with a merchant 
at a point of purchase location and being associated with a price reduction for 
the consumer transaction, the remuneration being presented in response to the 
customer initiating the transaction (see paragraphs 30-31); and 

an advertising message associated with the advertiser and being presented to 
the customer with the remuneration (see paragraph 31 ). 

Claim 2, Sleeper teaches: 
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where the advertising message includes notification to the customer of the 
remuneration and notification that the remuneration is sponsored by the advertiser (see 
figure 14 "acme also sells"). 

Claim 3, Sleeper teaches: 

where the remuneration is presented to the Customer according to 
predetermined criteria (see paragraph 30). 
Claim 4, Sleeper teaches: 

an automated retail terminal configured to process the consumer transaction and 
to evaluate the predetermined criteria, the automated retail terminal being located at the 
point of purchase location (see paragraph 31). 

Claim 5, Sleeper teaches: 

where the automated retail terminal includes an output device, the output device 
configured to present the advertising message to the customer (see paragraph 27). 
Claim 6, Sleeper teaches: 

where the output device comprises a visual display unit, the advertising message 
being displayed on the visual display unit (see paragraph 27). 

Claim 7, Sleeper teaches: 

where the output device comprises a printer configured to generate a receipt for 
the transaction, the advertising message being associated with the receipt (see 
paragraph 19). 

Claim 8, Sleeper teaches: 
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where the output device comprises an auditory device configured to present the 
advertising message to the customer (see abstract). 
Claim 9, Sleeper teaches: 

where the remuneration is a predetermined amount (see paragraph 31). 

Claim 10, Sleeper teaches: 

where the advertiser compensates the merchant for a percentage of the price 
reduction (see paragraph 43). 

Claim 1 1 , Sleeper teaches: 

where the predetermined criteria are selected from the group consisting of a time 
of the transaction, a date of the transaction, an amount for the transaction, a particular 
good purchased, a particular service purchased, a combination of goods purchased, a 
combination of services purchased, a number of transactions, a location of the 
merchant, and a location of the point of purchase location (see paragraphs 30-31 ). 

Claim 12. Sleeper teaches: 

wherein the merchant comprises a service provider (see paragraph 24). 
Claim 13. Sleeper teaches: 

where the transaction is conducted via the Internet and the advertising message 
is provided to the customer via a computer terminal connected to a web site associated 
with the merchant via the Internet (see paragraphs 18 and 38). 

Claim 14. Sleeper teaches: 

A method for presenting an advertising message, comprising: 
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(a) offering for sale a customer item associated with a vendor (see paragraph 

31); 

(b) processing with a retail terminal, a consumer transaction with a 
customer at a point of purchase location, the transaction being for the customer item 
and characterized by a purchase price (see paragraph 31); 

(c) In response to (b), presenting the customer with a reduction in the purchase 
price, the reduction being sponsored by an advertiser, and being presented in 
conjunction with an advertisement of the advertiser, the advertiser being associated with 
a customer item other than the customer item offered for sale by the vendor (see 
paragraphs 30-31); and 

(d) processing with the retail terminal, the reduction in the purchase 
price (see paragraph 31 ). 

Claim 15, Sleeper teaches: 

presenting the customer with the reduction in the purchase price according to 
predetermined criteria (see paragraph 31). 
Claim 16. Sleeper teaches: 

where the customer Item associated with the vendor comprises a service 
provided by the vendor (see paragraph 24). 
Claim 17, Sleeper teaches: 
An retailer terminal, comprising: 
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means for processing a consumer transaction between a customer and 
a vendor, the means for processing being located at a point of purcliase location for tine 
vendor (see paragrapli 31); 

a means for evaluating predetermined criteria, the means for evaluating being 
operative in response to the means for processing (see paragraphs 30-31); 

a means for presenting the customer with a remuneration and an advertising 
message, the remuneration being associated with a price reduction for the consumer 
transaction with the vendor, and the advertising message being associated with an 
advertiser, and the advertiser sponsoring the remuneration, the means for notifying 
being operative in response to the means for evaluating and 
a means for processing the price reduction (see paragraphs 30-31). 

Claim 18. Sleeper teaches: 

where the vendor is a merchant of goods (see paragraph 30). 
Claim 19. Sleeper teaches: 

where the vendor is a service provider (see paragraph 27). 
Claim 20, Sleeper teaches: 

where the means for processing comprises the means for evaluating, the means 
for presenting and the means for processing (See paragraph 31). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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